
Message from the Executive Headmaster  

Assalaamu Alaikum 

Muharram is one of the sacred months of the Islamic year and it is the month with which we begin our lunar calendar. It 
commemorates the Hijrah undertaken by our beloved Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) to Madina, where he was 
welcomed with sanctuary. It is one of the four sanctified months about which the Holy Quran says: 

"The number of the months according to Allah is twelve (mentioned) in the Book of Allah on the day He created heavens 
and the earth. Among these (twelve months) there are four sanctified."(Qur’an:Surah 9, Verse 36).   
 

Now is the time to engage in reflection, to resolve to make the shift to do better. We know that we are going to be 
judged by our intentions, so let us try to have only good intentions for the rest of the year, Insha’Allah. We have come to 
the end of a very busy third term but we can look back with satisfaction on what has been achieved by our learners and 
the staff. We are indeed blessed at Orient Islamic School to have the commitment, passion and enthusiasm of all striving 
to be the best that they can be. The Primary and High school newsletters pay tribute to all these successes and events 
and we thank you for your continued support. 
 

Many of our learners have enjoyed a really good third term; others have, perhaps, not fulfilled their potential. A printed 
copy of your learner’s Term 3 Report is included (Primary School. High school reports will be issued next term). Where 
your learners have performed well, and have received praise from their teachers, celebrate this with them. Please take 
the time to check your learner’s report and go over all aspects and any areas where there are concerns. Comments, 
however, which indicate a poor work ethic, work/ homework not being       completed or disruptive behaviour are cause 
for concern and should not be ignored.  It is essential that we are all working together to obtain the best possible results 
for your learner, at the end of the day, and we at the school will put measures in place to ensure this occurs. You are   
reminded that educators are available for     consultations as per the scheduled meetings and will also be very happy to 
meet with you during the term as required. After all, education is in effect a team effort involving the learner, educator 
and the parent. 
 

We recognize that in order to be successful in school, our children need support from both the home and school. We 
know a strong partnership with you will make a great difference in your child’s education. As partners, we share the   
responsibility for our children’s success and want you to know that we will do our very best to carry out our                  
responsibilities. We ask that you guide and support your child’s learning by ensuring that he/she:  
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Message from the Executive Headmaster  
 

We recognize that in order to be successful in school, our children need support from both the home and school. We 
know a strong partnership with you will make a great difference in your child’s education. As partners, we share the   
responsibility for our children’s success and want you to know that we will do our very best to carry out our                   
responsibilities. We ask that you guide and support your child’s learning by ensuring that he/she:  
 

1) Attends school daily and arrives on time, ready for the day’s learning experience  

2) Completes all homework assignments given by teachers  

3) Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve literacy skills  

4) Shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of his/her school life  

5) Informs you if he/she needs additional support in any area or subject  
 

Please consider joining our schools Parents Association as our learners can greatly benefit from your involvement and 
contributions to the school’s programme and its operations. We seek volunteers to help us with the following activities:  
 

 Reading with children who need extra help  

 School-wide events   

 Outreach programmes  
 

If we all work together, we can make this a successful year of learning, further helping us to accomplish the OIS mission 
of preparing all learners to succeed. If you have any questions about the rules and expectations, please feel free to    
contact me or to discuss them with your child’s teacher. It is very important that you and your child are fully informed 
regarding standards related to appropriate behavior for a safe and productive school year. 
 

This is our core purpose as a caring and compassionate school and it is reflected through the unwavering efforts of our 
excellent staff who work with our learners and families every day of the year.The fourth term is also the last full term for 
our Matriculants who can’t quite grasp the reality that school life is about to end for them. Next term is always a      
bittersweet time for us as we say farewell to them. I am very proud of our learners, they have a sense of humanity, they 
are authentic and they have a strong moral compass. On behalf of the Board of Governors, Senior Management, Staff, 

Learners and Parents, I wish our matric class of 2017 all the best in their NSC examinations.                                          

Thank you so much for being so supportive of our school as parents. We value you and your children.  
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Message from the Primary School Principal ’s Desk  
 

In the name of Allah, the Most Kind, the Most Merciful  
 

Dear Parents/Guardians  

Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatulahi wabarakatu  

Wow!! I can’t believe that the end of term is here and I am making a great effort to acknowledge and appreciate the   
significant things that happen in our school. I see clear examples of this in this terms events and activities.               
Alhamdulillah! Term three is always filled with many events in the form of participation in external challenges,               
co-curricular activities and meritorious  performances. We commenced the term with the Preschool Letter- land day,       
Eid Meelan and Eid-ul -adha Programme, amazing Inchanga outreach progrmme, Mini –master Chef, interclass          
tournaments in the Intermediate Phase, the Games Day in the Foundation Phase, Spring and Arbor day and finally       
celebration on of cultural heritage celebrations. Parents visiting the D6 and reading the fortnightly newsletter will have 
seen a fair number of photos of the recent school functions and activities. 

In the Science Department we had another successful year. Masha -Allah to all our winners of both the AMS science   
Expo and the DUT /EXPO, and congratulations to our under 13 boys and girls Volleyball. Our assemblies have seen some 
precious messages around various topics. Our thanks to DraulIhsan for the valuable contribution in respect of our 
Tarbiyya Programme. 
 

The school is continually including value added programmes to the intensive use of a variety of thinking activities,    
strategies and group dynamics so that the classrooms becomes alive. In     addition to all educators using Technology in 
their day to day lessons we have successfully incorporated the compukidz Programme with Compukids – an opportunity 
of working with coding, mine crafting and game development. Learners are provided with practical, real world,          
marketable skills.  
 
 

The “No written home work policy” was introduced this year and majority of the parents responded positively in favour 
of this policy in the Foundation Phase. Thank you to all the parents for completing the questionnaire. We will continue 
with the oral homework  component and review our policy in 2018. 
 

The primary school were involved in many  outreach projects this term. Jazakallah Khair to the parent community for 
their active, on-going support. We also take the opportunity of expressing our heartfelt gratitude to our well-wishers, 
donors and sponsors. A special thank you to our mums’ committee for both the Eid meal and the Ashura treat. May   
Allah Ta’ala reward you abundantly, Ameen. 
 

Finally, and ultimately, my gratitude is extended to the primary school team who are amazingly talented and co-
operative, without which, it would be clearly impossible to attain the goals we’ve set out…. 

I wish you all well over the holidays and have an awesome break. 

Wasaalaam   
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Message from the Head of Islamiaat  
 

Assalaamu Alaikum 

We thank Allah SWT for blessing us all with a spiritually uplifting term. The Mubarak month of Dhul   
Hijjah enlightened us with the spirit of sacrifice, patience and tolerance, coupled with unity and         
diversity for the fortunate Hujjaaj. May   Allah SWT accept each of our sacrifices and grant each Haaji a 
Hajj Mabroor. Ameen.  
 
This term also ushered in the Islamic New Year of 1439. It is important for each of us to keep up to date 
with the Islamic calendar, to appreciate the history behind it and to educate ourselves regarding the 
significance and merits of each   Islamic month. The month of Muharram is yet another auspicious 
month in Islam and we pray that Allah SWT grants us the Tawfeeq to fulfil the Sunnah actions             
pertaining to it. Ameen.  
 
On the OIS front, we want to congratulate Hafez Talha Vawda of Gr 12.4 on his completion of Hifz ul 
Quraan. Mubarak to him and the family and to his Ustaaz, Ml. A. Mohamedy. We also wish to express 
our thanks to the OIS family for their support at the Laylatul Quraan Night and Hifz Jalsa. The Quranic 
recitations rendered by our Cape Town guests, Qaari. Ismail. Londt and the young Qaari. M. Qaeed.   
Davids was truly inspirational. Alhamdulillah. We also want to     congratulate Hafez/Qaari Saifullah 
Kathrada of Gr 11.3 on his attainment of the I’jaazah in Qiraa’ah. We wish him all the success. Ameen.  
 
The OIS family has partnered with the Darul Ihsaan Centre in relief collection for the suffering            
population of Rohingya, Burma. We trust that the ever generous Orient family will once again support 
this noble cause as always.  
 
Lastly, as the Islamic New year begins we make Dua that Allah SWT makes it easy for all the Muslims 
suffering throughout the globe. May He keep us all safe and successful wherever we may be, and May 
He grant us all happiness and success in this world and the next. Ameen.  
 
Shukran  
 
Wassalaam 
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PRE-SCHOOL  
At our Pre-School our little ones develop new competencies, become confident and resilient through 

play. Our Pre-School also develops solid foundation in a warm and caring environment. Term 3 has 

been a burst of activity and the preschoolers have certainly enjoyed themselves.   

LETTER LAND MARKET DAY 
 

The Letterland Market Day held by the OIS Preschool children and mums has become an      annual 
event. The 08th of August was a successful morning which was thoroughly enjoyed by the mini stall 
holders as well as the patrons which were our grades R to 12 learners. The object of the event is to    
instil literacy awareness in the children. Each stall sold items beginning only with the alphabet letter  
assigned to it. From apples to waffles, cakes, biscuits, savouries, sweets, sweetcorn, milkshakes and 
toys, we had a great variety of items on sale. Learners had a chance to practice economic vocabulary 
and courtesy whilst selling and purchasing. Part of the        proceeds of this successful event go to under 
privileged sister schools. Well done to all the teachers, mums and children who made this day possible! 
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SPRING DRESS UP DAY  
 

The Pre-School learners adorned themselves in floral costumes as they excitedly embraced the essence 
of Spring on the 04th of September 2017. The classrooms and bulletin boards were beautifully            
decorated. 

EXCURSION  
 

On the 19th of September our preschoolers visited lucky bean in Hillcrest. The learners enjoyed the 
venue as they had the opportunity to play and let their imagination run wild. Lucky bean promotes   
fantasy play, the learners enjoyed the different areas of play like the life size doll house and Wendy 
houses that had different themes, from kitchens and houses to construction sites and offices.  
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Heritage Dress-up Day  
 

The Pre-School learners  adorned themselves in ethnic attire on the 26th of September 2017 as they 
celebrated Heritage Dress-up Day.   
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FOUNDATION PHASE  

Teaching is a work of heart. After all, we all only do what we enjoy and love doing. It’s the smiles of the 
little ones, their innocent banter, the hugs, the light-bulb moments, the moment when confusion      
becomes understanding, the enthusiasm, the sheer euphoria that comes from spending time with little 
ones, who have no hidden agenda. Our children have grown         physically - the ankle grazing trousers 
bear testimony to this - they have grown emotionally and mentally – they definitely know more now 
than they did at the beginning of the year. They have grown in confidence and are more self-assured. 
What an achievement! The past few months have heralded many activates both new and old – We had 
the Eid Meelan Programme that gave our little ones the opportunity to share with and care for          
others - an intrinsic value for all Muslims. Mini Masterchef was simply decadent and of course the     
excursions were  edutaining. An amazing term for our awesome learners. The success of this term, is as 
a result of great team effort.  
 

ASSEMBLIES  

Although Nelson Mandela Day took place during the school holidays, learners and educators did not 
forget this important date and more importantly, Nelson Mandela. A special assembly was held on the 
02nd of August 2017 to remind children that the good deeds that they do should not be limited to the 
67 minutes on this day but something that should be done on a daily basis. We are constantly             
reminded of this when we look at the lives of our beloved Prophet Muhammad (SAW) and Nelson 
Mandela. 
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MINI MASTERCHEF  

Alhumdulillah, a successful Junior Masterchef was held on August 16th 2017 for our talented Grade 2 
learners. Our Junior Chefs really did cook up a storm and impressed our experienced judges, the Chilli 
Chocolate Chefs (Zainab and Fathima) as well as Chef Zahra Manack. Our Master of Ceremonies, the 
well-known Hafez Wadi, was pulled into the delicious excitement by our learners and encouraged them 
to speak about their delicious dishes they prepared. Our three talented chefs were indeed great judges 
and did a superb job. Haadia Amra(Grade 2.2) was ranked 1st place. Masha Allah to all our Junior     
Masterchefs that participated. It was definitely an exciting and scrumptious day. 

JUNIOR AMS ELOCUTION CONTEST 

 Hanzala Variawa , Maariyah Kadwa and Juwairiyah Suder represented the school on the 19th of August 
2017 at the Junior AMS Elocution Contest  at the Crescent Hall in Parlock from 09H00 a.m. Well done to 
Maariyah Kadwa in Grade 2 for acquiring 1st  position for Storytelling  
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ABAGILITY MATHS 

The 3rd Annual KZN Regional Abacus and Mental Arithmetic Championship was held on Saturday the 
19th August at St. Agnes Auditorium in Kloof. In this very exciting event, each child had 6 minutes to 
write an exam with up to 40 sums using their abacus to do the calculations, and a second exam in 
which they were given up to 40 sums and a time of 2 minutes to do mental maths calculations.   
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Name Surname Grade Exam Level 2017 Region-
als 

AWARD 

Hannah Ibrahim 2 Lev 1 Bronze 

Mikaeel Valentine 3 Lev 6 Gold 

Mish-aal Valentine 2 Lev 4 Silver 

Umar Kathrada 2 Lev 4 Gold 

Maariyah Kadwa 2 Lev 3 Gold 

Husna Haffejee 0 Fun Ab 1b Bronze 

Abdur-Rahman Gaffoor 0 Fun Ab 2 Bronze 

Jannet Omed-Ali 0 Fun Ab 1b Gold 

Luqman Omed-Ali 2 Lev 1 Gold 



ARBOUR DAY/WEEK 
 

The Foundation Phase learners at Orient Islamic School, enjoyed a lovely morning at the Durban        
Botanical Gardens on the 6th September 2017. In commemoration of Arbour Week, many programmes 
were held and this visit was eagerly anticipated. The learners were impressed by the burst of colours 
and beautiful blooms that the garden boasted. Feeding the ducks was one of the highlights of the day 
as was observing turtles and birds at the pond and learning about the amazing trees there. The          
serenity of the gardens was noted by all and the learners left the gardens with a commitment to care 
for their environment. 
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EXCURSIONS   
 

Grade One 
 

Flag Animal Farm which is the heart of the North Coast is home to over 1000 rescued                             
animals,birds,reptiles,wolves and so much more. Grade 1's were delighted to visit this venue. A safe 
farm for kids to have a real farm experience. With pony rides, tractor rides and a train ride the learners 
thoroughly enjoyed the excursion. From the Milking show to the interaction with the Canadian 
Wolves ,this was indeed a memorable experience. 
 

Grade Two and Three  
 

On the 19th of September the Grade twos and Threes embarked on an excursion to Paradise Valley   
Nature Reserve. It was exciting as learners got to experience nature first hand. We were on the lookout 
for the Blue Duiker the smallest antelope in South Africa. The children were eager to spot it. The    
learners also enjoyed a hike through the reserve.  
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Foundation Phase Games Day  
 

On September 20h, we held the internal games day for the grades 1-3 learners in the Astro    area. The 
boys played a competitive round of matches in soccer, whilst the girls  played Dodgeball. For soccer, a 
tension filled final was held between grade 1.3 and grade 1.2 in group A, and grade 3.1 and grade 3.2 in 
group B. Winners for group A was the grade 1.2,class  while Group B winners were grade 3.1. In   
Dodgeball, the finals came down to grade 3.1 and grade 3.2. with grade 3.2 taking the win. Though the 
overcast weather had threatened a rain out, the day proved enjoyable for all the leaners. 

Heritage Dress-up Day  
 
The Grades 1-3 learners  adorned themselves in ethnic attire on the 26th of September 2017 as they 
celebrated Heritage Dress-up Day.   
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FOUNDATION PHASE AWARDS 

Our Termly awards were held on 28th September 2017. Learners were awarded badges and                
certificates for academic performance, good behavior, consistent and diligent work.   
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FOUNDATION PHASE AWARDS 
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INTERMEDIATE PHASE  

GRADE 6 DURBAN AND DISTRICT SPEECH CONTEST  

The Grade 6 Speech contest took place at Berea Primary School on the 02nd of August 2017.               
Muhammad Altaf Meer and Ammaarah Khan represented Orient Islamic School. Learners from sur-
rounding schools also attended to showcase their vocal talents. With a variety of topics to choose from, 
it was a very tough decision for the judges. Our very own Ammaarah Khan took 2nd place with her    
excellent delivery of a speech on peer pressure.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
AMS NATURAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FAIR 
 

The winners of our internal Natural Science Expo represented our School at the AMS Science 
Fair on the 08

th
 of August 2017..We are extremely pleased to note that learners           

performed in the Top 3 from grades 4-9. A noteworthy achievement. Congratulations to the       
following learners who performed exceptionally well :  
 
 

 
 

 

 

Grade 4 Humairah Variawa 3rd 

Grade 5 Attiya Limalia and Aaminah Gangat 1st 

Grade 5 Luqman Idris Moola and Nasr 2nd 

Grade 6 Muhammed Altaf Meer 1st 

Grade 6 Abdullah Bayat 3rd 

Grade 6 Layla Omar and Sameeha Bux 3rd 
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D.U.T ESKOM EXPO  
 

Intermediate Phase learners represented the school at the Eskom D.U. T Science Expo on the 18th of 
August 2017. This platform provided the learners with an extraordinary opportunity to display their   
scientific skills and knowledge. This is an international platform and has marked our second entry into 
this competition.  The following results were obtained: 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AMS VOLLEYBALL 
 

The boys u13 team did exceptionally well by winning the tournament in their inaugural participation on 
the 19th of August 2017. 
 

On August 26th, Orient girls participated in the AMS provincial Volleyball Tournament. We fielded 6 
teams in the event, 2x u13 teams, u15 team, 2x u17 teams, and an open team. All teams played          
excellently, with all making semifinals or finals. Both u13 teams played finals against each other, with 
the u13 A team making Finals undefeated while the B team only suffered a loss to the Orient A team in 
the round robin stage. Final between the two under 13 teams was close, and played to 3 sets, with the 
under 13 A team finally winning in the third set.  
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BRONZE MEDALS SILVER MEDALS GOLD   MEDALS 

1.      Abdullah Barmania – 5.1 1.      Sameeha Bux – 6.1 1.      Nasr Ibrahim  - 5.1 

2.      Fathima Zahra Dockrat  -5.1 2.      Abdulllah Bayat – 6.1   

3.      Afsana Khan  - 6.2 3.      Tehzeeb Ameer – 6. 1   

4.      Yaseerah Vanker – 6.1     

5.      Attiya limalia – 5.1     

6.      Muhammad Altaf Meer – 6.1     



INTERNAL ISLAMIAAT COMPETETION 

On the 28th August the Intermediate Phase Islamiyat department hosted its annual speech contest. 
The participants inspired and informed their peers about the lives and sacrifices of the noble Ambiyaa 
and Sahabah through their interesting and thought provoking presentations. The winners were          
Humaira Variawa (Grade 4), Nasreen Moola (Grade 5) and Ammarah Khan (Grade 6).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ARBOUR DAY/WEEK  
 

The Intermediate Phase celebrated Arbour Day on the 08th September 2017.  Each classroom was    
beautifully decorated for an Arbour Day Competition.  A special assembly was held to highlight the     
importance of the day.  Grades 5.1 and 4.1 emerged as the winners of the Arbour Day Competition. 
Masha’Allah for the stunning efforts.  
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INTERMEDIATE PHASE EXCURSIONS 
 

Grade 4 
 

On Tuesday the 19th September 2017, the grade 4’s went on a field trip to the Harvestry.  Learners     

enjoyed the bus ride to Botha’s hill, singing lullabies, nasheeds as well as relaying   stories and making 

wonderful memories. The team building activities were thoroughly enjoyed. 

 

Grade 5  
 

The grade 5 learners visited 'Animal Farm Yard' in Bothas Hill. The aim of the excursion was to             
encourage team work and develop leadership skills. Learners had an awesome time zip-lining, climbing 
and solving clues with their team mates. They had LOTS of FUN under the SUN!  
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Grade 6  
 

The grade 6 learners paid a visit to Treasure Beach to understand the makeup of a reef. The low tide 
gave them the opportunity to be guided through many reefs and they were shown a variety of            
underwater species from algae to fish. They were taught about the symbiotic relationships that occur 
and how reefs affect our lives. The guides were very informative and included every learner in their  
discussions.  

Heritage Dress-up Day / Assembly  
 

The Intermediate Phase learners celebrated Heritage Day on the 28th of September 2017. An assembly 
was held to inform learners about the various cultures and traditions.  
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INTERMEDIATE  PHASE AWARDS 
 

Our Termly awards were held on 28th of September  2017. Learners were awarded badges and            
certificates for academic performance, good behavior, consistent and diligent work. 
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COMMUNITY OUTREACH, MARKETING AND OTHER EXCITING NEWS  
 

 

 
 

 
MYSCHOOL 
 

Orient Islamic School is proud to be affiliated with MySchool. MySchool is one of South Africa's biggest 
fundraising programmes and allows you to make a difference, just by shopping. Every time you use 
your card at any of their partner stores they will give back a percentage of your purchase value, on your 
behalf, to the school or charity you choose at absolutely no cost to you! Application forms have been 
sent to all parents. Please remember to Swipe, Swipe, Swipe. It costs you nothing. The more you swipe 
the more OIS earns. Make every swipe count at: Woolworths, Engen Quickshops, Engen Foodstops, 
Waltons, Toys R Us, Reggie, Altech Netstar and many more. 

 

 
TARBIYAH PROGRAMME  
 

Grade 4-6 learners were addressed by Mufti Zubair Bayat on the value of friendship and the                 
importance of choosing friends wisely on the 31st of July 2017.  
 

 
PALESTINE PROGRAMME 
 

Through Shamsaan (meaning 'two suns' in Arabic), a South African initiated collaborative children’s 
project that aims to activate a platform for youth to focus on global human rights issues, the school was 
privileged to have hosted the Palestinian Children’s Delegation. The Palestinian children (aged between 
11 and 16) shared their life experiences and expressed very strong emotions regarding the Palestinian 
crisis. Janna Ayyad Jihad, aged 12, is regarded as Palestine’s youngest journalist. When asked how one 
survives in Palestine, she replied with the following:  
“We always have hope that our land will be free. Our visit to South Africa has given us renewed hope in 
our struggle for freedom”. “Don’t let your fear control you. You need to control your fear.” “The bullet 
that doesn’t kill you gives you more strength.”  
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EID MEELUN OUTREACH PROGRAMME 
 

A successful Eid Meelun Programme was held on the 29th of August 2017. Learners from Inchanga     
Primary thoroughly enjoyed the day and were ever so grateful for all the items that were sponsored to 
them. It was indeed an enrichening day to watch our learners intermingle with the learners from       
Inchanga . This outreach Programme is in conjunction with the Mums’ Committee as funds that are   
yielded from the Fun Day are used to provide a meal to the entire school. Sponsorships were secured 
from Gem Schoolwear and Hubcaps. Jazak’Allah to all for their generous contributions.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EID-UL-ADHA  
 

A pen of sheep to instill the essence of Qurbani in the hearts of our little ones by allowing them the  
opportunity to nurture the animals were slaughtered on the day of Eid-ul-Adha. A special thank you to 
Mr H.M. Bobat for arranging the sheep and the Executive Committee of the Board for supporting the 
idea. 
 

OPEN MORNING  

The School held an Open Morning on the 13th of September 2017 for all new parents that wish to join 
the Orient family. Parents were guided with a school tour followed by a light breakfast.  
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Term 4 – 2017 
09 October 2017 School Reopens 

10 October 2017 Grade 4-6 Parent Consultations 

16 October – 27  November 2017 Gr 4-6 Examination 

17 October 2017 Islamiyaat Olympiad 

18 October 2017 Arabic Olympiad Gr 4-6 (Selected Learners)  

19 October 2017 Speech and Drama Festival (tentative) 

19 October 2017 Prefect Outreach 

27 October 2017 Grade 3 and 4 Laylatul Nujoom / Night of Stars 

02 November 2017 Gr. RR- 3 Learners Orientation – Library 

09 November 2017 Poetry Recital 

16 November 2017 Visit to the Musjid – Gr R 

21 November 2017 Spelling Bee Gr 1-3 

23 November 2017 Graduation Gr RR/R 

03 December 2017 Fun Run / Fun Day (North Beach Amphitheatre)  

05 December 2017 Awards Day 

06 December 2017 Term End Learners 

08 December 2017 Term End Teachers 


